38                      THE VISION OF VASAVADATTA

Vasavadatta comes alone to the garden, while the preparations for
the wedding are going on. But a maid comes with a request from the
queen, and Vasavadatta must needs plait the wedding garland for her
husband's second marriage.                                                       (ACT in.)

The new queen, Padmavatl, wanders in the garden with her train,
including Vasavadatta. King Udayana and his Jester come into the
same- garden. The ladies hide in a bower for Vasavadatta's sake. The
gentlemen sit down at the entrance, and the ladies cannot avoid over-
hearing their conversation. The king admits his heart is still bound to
Vasavadatta, and bursts into tears. Padmavatl goes to comfort him,
and he leaves to attend a court reception.                                   (ACT iv.)

In an interlude we learn the young queen, Padmavatl, is ill. Then
Udayana goes to see her in the ' sea-room'. He finds the bed untouched,
sits down to wait, and, musing on Vasavadatta, falls asleep. Vasavadatta,
coming in the half-light to tend the young queen, takes Udayana's form
to be Padmavati's. Besting on the bed, she finds it is her husband talking
in his sleep, as he dreams of her. As she slips away, he wakes and
catches a glimpse of her. Bushing after her, he runs against the door,
and the Jester returning half persuades him it was all a dream. News
comes that the other minister, Bumanvan, has brought a large army to
defeat Aruni.                                                                              (ACT v.)

The scene of the next act is Kau^ambL The Vatsa kingdom has been
recovered, An interlude tells us that Udayana's grief has been renewed
by the recovery of his lute. (It seems he must have dropped it on the
banks of the Narmada.) Then while the king mourns his lost love,
messengers arrive from Ujjain to say that all is forgiven. Their
majesties of Ujjain from the very first had intended Udayana to be
their son-in-law, and they sent the painted portraits used aa proxies in
the wedding ceremony. Padmavatl notices the resemblance of Vasava-
datta's picture to the * Lady of Avanti' entrusted to her care.

Yaugandharayana in disguise comes to claim his * slater'. AH is
revealed. The ministers are forgiven for their deceit, and the king
decides to visit Ujjain, taking both the queens.                          (ACT VI.)

The general plot belongs to the old story.

The principal dramatic incident that gives its name to the play is

the momentary vision of Vasavadatta when Udayana wakes from

a dream of her.                                                                           (^CT v,)

The main feature of the play is the delicacy with which the feelings

of Vasavadatta are indicated.